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Terms

• Scaled Score
• Cut Points

– Advanced
– Proficient
– Basic
– Below Basic

• AMO
– AMO with Confidence 

Interval
– Safe Harbor

• AYP 
– Achievement
– Attendance or 

graduation rate



The Role of Cut Points
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Grade 7 Four-Year Growth
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Grade 8 Four-Year Growth
Reading Growth 5th to 8th Small

664
677

688
700

632

654

670
680

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-2003 6th-2004 7th-2005 8th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B

Math Growth 5th to 8th Small

664

685

702
713

628

652

670
682

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-20036th-20047th-20058th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800 Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B

Reading Growth 5th to 8th Medium

660
672

683
695

629

645

660

674

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-2003 6th-2004 7th-2005 8th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B

Math Growth 5th to 8th Medium

660

681

701
712

626

649

669

682

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-20036th-20047th-20058th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800 Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B

Reading Growth 5th to 8th Large

658

672
683

696

628

645

662

676

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-2003 6th-2004 7th-2005 8th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B

Math Growth 5th to 8th Large

656

676

697

711

625

645

667

681

550

600

650

700

750

800

5th-2003 6th-2004 7th-2005 8th-2006 9th 10th 11th-
2006 

550

600

650

700

750

800

Advanced

Proficient

Basic

Below Basic

Mean: BB&B

Slope: All

Mean: All

Slope: BB&B



Grade 11 Four-Year Growth
Reading Growth 8th to 11th Small
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Gains Comparison Below 
Proficiency
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Gains Comparison All
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Gains of Students Below Proficient 
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Summary

There are indications that suggest:

• Small/Medium schools have higher percentages 
of students above proficiency, but the gap 
narrows with older students

• Growth patterns are similar with all 3 sizes of 
schools, with smaller schools possessing slightly 
higher averages in the lower grades and large 
schools catching/surpassing by 11th grade

• Large schools have somewhat larger gains 
toward proficiency


